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Amos Outline
(EXHORTATIONS & ENCOURAGEMENT BY THE COVENANT GOD)
Scott Souza, 2011
1.  Prophecy Against Israel (Amos 1:1–2) – 760 B.C., Israel
2.  Prophecies Against the Nations Bordering Israel [Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab] - (1:3 - 2:3) - 760 B.C., Israel
      A. Damascus (1:1-5)
      B. Gaza (1:6-8)

      C. Tyre (1:9-10)

      D. Edom (1:11-12)

      E. Ammon (1:13-15)

      F. Moab (2:1-3)

3.  Prophecies, Negative and Positive, About Judah & Israel (2:4 – 9:15) – 760 B.C., Israel
      A. About Judah (2:4-5)
      B. About Israel (2:6 – 5:27)

      C. About Both Judah and Israel (6:1 – 9:15)

          1). Against Complacency and Pride (6:1–14)

          2). Allegories of Coming Judgment (7:1 – 8:6)

          3). Near and Far Prophecies (8:7 – 9:15)

               a). Near (8:7 – 9:10)

               b). Far (9:11-15)


Theology. Amos emphasizes the unlimited power of Jehovah to magnify “the terror of the approaching judgment.” The Old Testament does not have a word for omnipotence, rather it is described figuratively by various writers, just as Amos does. (Vos, Biblical Theology, 258). Vos emphasizes the fact that God knows and judges all moral acts – the righteousness of cognizance, to use Vos’ term. Amos speaks of the covenant as a marriage between Israel and Jehovah (3:2). Vos also “speaks of the ‘torah’ and the ‘chuqqim’ which the Judaeans have rejected (2:4).” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 282)


History. The opening words of the book give the historical setting. “The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.” (Amos 1:1). These 2 kings were contemporaries for about 25 years (765-740), so Amos prophesied to them sometime during this period. From 2 Kings 14 and 2 Chronicles 26 we learn that Uzziah of Judah reigned for 52 years, was successful and famous militarily, and was faithful to the LORD till he tried to usurp the duties of the priests. The LORD smote him with leprosy for this act and he spent the last few years of his reign living in a house separated from everyone else. He died the same year Isaiah was called to the prophetic ministry (Isaiah 6). By contrast to Uzziah of Judah, Israel’s king, Jeroboam the son of Joash (aka Jeroboam II the son of Jehoash), was even worse; he was a wicked king all of the 41 years of his rule. 

          Amos was a herdman of Tekoa in Judah south of Bethlehem (1:1). He was also a gatherer of sycamore fruit (7:14-15). He was a herder of oxen, or sheep and a piercer or scraper (cultivator) of sycamore figs, perhaps for grazing rights. Moreover, he was neither a prophet, nor a son of a prophet (a “student” or a member in a guild of prophets) – (7:14). Amos makes these statements to Amaziah the priest of Bethel, to confront him and all of Israel with the fact that the LORD told Amos to prophesy; so their demand that he shut up was really a demand that God shut up. Instead, said Amos, his critic would be destroyed and Israel would go into captivity (7:16-17).

1.  Prophecy Against Israel                                     (Amos 1:1-2)                -  760        B.C.  Israel

Amos introduces himself as a herdsman and says that the LORD will “roar” [through the voice of his prophets] in Judah warning that judgment will come upon Israel.

2.  Prophecies Against the Nations Bordering Israel (Am   1:3  - Am   2:3  ) -  760  B.C.  Israel

     The LORD mentions each nation’s single characteristic sin as a particular reason for judgment.

     A. Against Damascus [Syria] (1:3 – 5)

          1. Two types of reasons for judgment (which will be irrevocable)

               a. Numerous Unnamed Transgressions: Three transgressions … and four

“Traditionally, ‘transgressions’ or ‘sins.’ The word refers to rebellion against authority and can be used in the international realm (see 1 Kgs 12:19; 2 Kgs 1:1; 3:5, 7; 8:22). In this context God’s mandate to Noah (Gen 9:5-7) [i.e., (+ verse 4) don’t eat blood, don’t shed blood, be fruitful and multiply] is probably in view, at least in the first six oracles against foreign nations. (In the oracles against Judah and Israel violations of the Mosaic Law are in view.) This mandate is viewed as a treaty between God and mankind whereby God holds mankind accountable to populate the earth and respect his image as it is revealed in all men. The atrocities outlined in this and the following oracles can all be viewed as violations of this mandate at an international level.” (Net Bible)

                   1). Perhaps An endless succession – a number plus another (and so on) – to excess

“On the words, O terque quaterque, Servius makes this remark, ‘Hoc est saepias; finitus numerous pro infinito.’ ‘O thrice and four times, that is, very often, a finite number for an infinite’ Other poets use the same form of expression. So Seneca in Hippolyt., Act. 2:694.” (Clarke)

                          a). Perhaps with each one being equal to the next

                          b). Perhaps with each one being greater than the next

                          c). Perhaps with the last being the greatest (worst)

                   2). Perhaps A tetrad (4) – Four which deserve special mention;

                         And Possibly equal, greater, or greatest, as above, under # 1).

                                       (see Proverbs 30:15,18,21,29)

                         Three things are never satisfied; four never say, "Enough" (v15)

                         Three things are too wonderful for me; four I do not understand (v18)

                         Under three things the earth trembles; under four it cannot bear up (v21)

                         Three things are stately in their tread; four are stately in their stride (v29)

                   3). Perhaps A heptad (7) – Seven which deserve special mention; a “complete” list;

                        And Possibly equal, greater, or greatest, as above, under # 1).

               b. A Key Transgression: “they have threshed Gilead with threshing sledges of iron”-ESV

                    basalt (?); (literally in the Hebrew “sharp-points of iron.”). Torture, perhaps.

          2. Six Judgments: Syria and its capital, Damascus, will be destroyed and go into captivity. (1:4-5)

              a. But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, (v. 4)

The LORD will send fire [via war, probably] into the house of Hazael [the dynasty he established by killing the former king, Benhadad, under whom he served as an officer]. “Hazael” means “seen by God,” or “one whom God sees;” both translations indicate (a presumption of) favor by God (“El,” the Almighty.) Mentioned on a black marble obelisk of Nimroud in the British Museum.

              b. which shall devour the palaces of Benhadad. (v. 4)

This fire will devour the palaces of Benhadad [either those of the former king, Benhadad, or Hazael’s son, Iris, whom he later named Benhadad. Benhadad means “son of Hadad,” (or “Adad”), the Sun god.] Gill cites a judgment: Tiglathpileser, king of Assyria, slew Rezin, a son of Hazael.

              c. I will break also the bar of Damascus. (v. 5)

The bar on the city gate [which usually was a brass bar on an iron-clad gate] will be broken.

              d. and cut off the inhabitant [literally, “the one who sits”] from the plain of Aven, (v. 5)

The inhabitants [or perhaps, “the ruler” – the one “seated” as judge or ruler] of the valley of Aven [“Vanity” or “Wickedness”] – Beka Valley, perhaps, – will be cut off. Some take this term to be a derogatory name for Damascus and the kingdom of Aram. Aven, however was a real valley, filled with idol worship. It’s length was a 7 day journey stretching from the Dead Sea to the Red Sea. The gods of the Syrians were gods of the valleys, so they were worshipped there (1 Kings 20:23).

              e. and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden. (v. 5)

The king will be cut off from the house of Eden (Beth-Eden, “house of delight”), possibly referring to a spot near Damascus on Mount Libanus or to an “Aramean state located near the Euphrates River” (Net Bible).

              f. and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.” (v. 5)

“And the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir,” [in Upper Media]. This was fulfilled 25 to 50 years after this prophecy. “According to Amos 9:7, the Arameans originally came from Kir. The Lord threatens to reverse their history and send them back there.” (Net Bible)

     B. Against Gaza [The Philistines] (1:6 – 8) – Also foretold by Isaiah (Isaiah 14:29-31)

          1. Two types of reasons for judgment (which will be irrevocable)

               a. Numerous Unnamed Transgressions: Three transgressions … and four (see 2. A. 1. a)

               b. A Key Transgression: because they carried away captive the whole captivity [or a                complete captivity], to deliver them up [or to shut them up] to Edom. This may refer to “that inroad made upon Jehoram when they took away all the king's sons and all his substance (2 Chronicles 21:17), or, perhaps, it refers to their seizing those that fled to them for shelter when Sennacherib invaded Judah, and selling them to the Grecians (Joel 3:4-6), or (as here) to the Edomites, who were always sworn enemies to the people of God. They spared none, but carried off all they could lay their hands on, designing, if possible, to cut off the name of Israel, Psalm 83:4-7.” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible)

          2. Six Judgments: (1:7-8) – May have been fulfilled by Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:6), Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:8), Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 25:20), Alexander the Great, or by Jonathan Maccabeus. Perhaps, since Amos prophesied destruction for all Philistines, all of these fulfilled it.

The Philistines had 5 states, each with a capital city and a Lord who controlled it. The 5 acted together on major decisions. The capital cities were Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, and Gath. Gath was not mentioned in Amos’ list, perhaps because the judgment which came upon it in the general destruction of the Philistines was not significant for the prophetic message.

“The capitals of these five princes were the following. Azzah (Gaza, i.e., the strong): this was allotted to the tribe of Judah and taken by the Judaeans (Joshua 15:47; Judges 1:18), but was not held long.” … “Ashdod (Ἄζωτος, Azotus): this was also allotted to the tribe of Judah (Joshua 15:46-47), the seat of Dagon-worship, to which the Philistines carried the ark (1 Samuel 5:1.)” … “Ashkalon: this was conquered by the Judaeans after the death of Joshua (Judges 1:8-9); but shortly afterwards recovered its independence (vid., Judges 14:19; 1 Samuel 6:17).” … “Gath (Γέθ): this was for a long time the seat of the Rephaites, and was the home of Goliath (Joshua 11:22; 1 Samuel 17:4, 1 Samuel 17:23; 2 Samuel 21:19.; 1 Chronicles 20:5.); it was thither that the Philistines of Ashdod removed the ark, which was taken thence to Ekron (1 Samuel 5:7-10). David was the first to wrest it from the Philistines (1 Chronicles 18:1). In the time of Solomon it was a royal city of the Philistines, though no doubt under Israelitish supremacy (1 Kings 2:39; 1 Kings 5:1). It was fortified by Rehoboam (2 Chronicles 11:8), was taken by the Syrians in the time of Joash (2 Kings 12:18), and was conquered again by Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:6; Amos 6:2); but no further mention is made of it.” … Ekron (Ἀρρακών, lxx), the most northerly of the five chief cities of the Philistines, was first of all allotted to the tribe of Judah (Joshua 15:11, Joshua 15:45), then on the further distribution it was given to Dan (Joshua 19:43); after Joshua's death it was conquered by Judah (Judges 1:18), though it was not permanently occupied.  … (Keil and Delitzsch on Joshua 13:2-4)

“All these cities were as one; all formed one state; all were one in their sin; all were to be one in their punishment. So then for greater vividness, one part of the common infliction is related of each, while in fact, according to the custom of prophetic diction, what is said of each is said of all. King and people were to be cut off from all; all were to be consumed with fire in war; on all God would, as it were, ‘turn’ (literally, ‘bring back’) His Hand, visiting them anew, and bringing again the same punishment upon them. In truth these destructions came upon them, again and again, through Sargon, Hezekiah, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander, the Maccabees.” [Barnes]

              a. I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza [“strong, vehement, harsh” – Strong, 5804, 5794] (7)

“Gaza, even after it had become an abode of Greek idolatry and had seven temples of Greek gods, still retained its worship of its god Marna (‘our Lord’) as the chief. It too was probably “nature” and to its worship they were devoted.” [Barnes]

Fire stands for burning during war. Gaza was surrounded by strong walls, situated on a hill, surrounded by fertile plains, near the river Bezor, and about 2 ½ miles from the Mediterranean. (Keil and Delitzsch)

“The reference is to captive Israelites, who were carried off by the Philistines, and disposed of by them to the Edomites, the arch-enemies of Israel. Amos no doubt had in his mind the invasion of Judah by the Philistines and tribes of Arabia Petraea in the time of Joram, which is mentioned in 2 Chronicles 21:16, and to which Joel had already alluded in Joel 3:3., where the Phoenicians and Philistines are threatened with divine retribution for having plundered the land, and sold the captive Judaeans to the Javanites (Ionians). … The fact was simply this: the Philistines sold one portion of the many prisoners, taken at that time, to the Edomites, and the rest to the Phoenicians, who disposed of them again to the Greeks. … Here again, as in Amos 1:4, Amos 1:5, the threat is rhetorically individualized, so that in the case of one city the burning of the city itself is predicted, and in that of another the destruction of its inhabitants.” (Keil and Delitzsch)

              b. which shall devour the palaces thereof (7)

This refers to the palaces of the governor and other great men of the city.

              c. I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod [“the mighty,” or “the waster” – Barnes] (8)

“The ark, when taken, was first placed in its Dagon-temple 1 Samuel 5:1-7; and, perhaps, in consequence, its lord is placed first of the five, in recounting the trespass-offerings which they sent to the Lord 1 Samuel 6:17.” … Ashdod was “the chief seat of the worship of Dagon.” [Barnes]

              d. him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon [“fire of infamy,” “I shall be weighed” – BDB] (8)

Ashkelon was the center of the “worship of Derceto, the fish-goddess, the symbol of the passive [female] principle in re-production.” [Barnes]

“Near Ashkelon, as Diodorus Siculus relates, was a large and deep lake, full of fishes; and by it was a temple of a famous goddess, called by the Syrians Derceto, who had a woman's face, but the rest of her body in the form of a fish; being, as the fable goes, changed into one upon her casting herself into the above lake on a certain occasion; hence the Syrians abstained from fishes, and worshipped them as gods.” [Gill]

              e. I will turn mine hand against Ekron [“firm-rooted,” “torn-up by the roots,” “emigration – Barnes, BDB] (8)

The LORD will turn (or “return”) his hand against Ekron – i.e., stretch it out again for destruction.

“Ekron was the seat of the worship of Baalzebub and his oracle, from where he is called ‘the god of Ekron’ 2 Kings 1:2-3, 2 Kings 1:16.” [Barnes]. “At Ekron, Baalzebub or the god of the fly was worshipped.” [Gill]

              f. the remnant of the Philistines [“immigrants” – BDB] shall perish (8)

Those who escape the first destruction will perish. As a people, they will disappear.

     C. Against Tyre [Phoenicia] (1:9 – 10)
          1. Two types of reasons for judgment (which will be irrevocable)

               a. Numerous Unnamed Transgressions: Three transgressions … and four (see 2. A. 1. a)

               b. A Key Transgression: they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant.

                    1). They delivered up the whole captivity to Edom – Either they received them as refugees, captured them in war, or purchased them from other conquerors and then sold them to Edom. Keil and Delitzsch take this latter view and suggest that the Tyrians may have gotten the Jews from the Syrians in the wars which Hazael and Benhadad had with Israel.

                    2). And remembered not the brotherly covenant – 

“A treaty of brotherhood. In the ancient Near Eastern world familial terms were sometimes used to describe treaty partners. In a treaty between superior and inferior parties, the lord would be called ‘father’ and the subject ‘son.’ The partners in a treaty between equals referred to themselves as ‘brothers.’ For biblical examples, see 1 Kings 9:13; 20:32-33.” (Net Bible)
“Tyre had contracted all the more guilt through this trade in Israelitish salves, from the fact that it had thereby been unmindful of the brotherly covenant, i.e., of the friendly relation existing between Israel and itself – for example, the friendly alliance into which David and Solomon had entered with the king of Tyre [who called Solomon ‘brother’] (2 Samuel 5:11; 1 Kings 5:15.) – and also from the fact that no king of Israel or Judah had ever made war upon Phoenicia.” (Keil and Delitzsch)
“If they retained the memory of Hiram’s contact with David and Solomon, it was a sin against light too. After David had expelled the Jebusites from Jerusalem, ‘Hiram King of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees and carpenters and masons; and they built David a house’ 2 Samuel 5:11. The Philistines contrariwise invaded him 2 Samuel 5:17. This recognition of him by Hiram was to David a proof, ‘that the Lord had established him king over Israel, and that He had exalted his kingdom for His people, Israel’s sake’ 2 Samuel 5:12.” (Barnes)
“The Phoenicians, of whom, the Tyrians were the principal, are noted for being faithless and treacherous. ‘Punica fides’ was the same as ‘French faith’ now; the perfidy of Hannibal is well known. Cicero says the Carthaginians, which were a colony of the Tyrians, were a deceitful and lying people; and Virgil (k) calls the Tyrians themselves ‘Tyrios bilingues’, ‘double tongued Tyrians’, which, Servius interprets deceitful, as referring more to the mind than to the tongue; and observes from Livy the perfidy of the Phoenicians in general, that they have nothing true nor sacred among them; no fear of God, no regard to an oath, nor any religion; and which are the three or four transgressions for which they are said here they should be punished; for, besides their ill usage of the Jews, their idolatry no doubt came into the account: the god that was worshipped at Tyre was Hercules, by whom was meant the sun.” (Gill)
          2. Judgment: Fire which shall destroy the palaces – (see also Ezekiel 26-28)

All of Phoenicia was not destroyed by the judgments that came upon Tyre, so the prophecy seems to be more directly aimed at this particular city. Nevertheless, the destruction of the Phoenician capital would have affected the whole kingdom of Phoenicia in various ways.

“What the Lord says here may be explained by what he says Jeremiah 12:14, Thus said the Lord, against all my evil neighbours that touch the inheritance of my people Israel, Behold, I will pluck them out.” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible)
“Many parts of Tyre were burnt by fiery missiles of the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar [in a 13 year siege]. Alexander of Macedon subsequently overthrew it.” (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
     D. Against Edom (1: 11 – 12)

          1. Two types of reasons for judgment (which will be irrevocable)

               a. Numerous Unnamed Transgressions: Three transgressions … and four (see 2. A. 1. a)

               b. A Key Transgression: because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever

General Comment. “Most probably that which the prophet has in view was the part they took in distressing the Jews when Jerusalem was besieged, and finally taken, by the Chaldeans.” See Obadiah 1:11-14; Ezekiel 25:12; Ezekiel 35:5; Psalm 137:7.” (Clarke)
                    1). he did pursue his brother with the sword – “pursue” = “run after”

God commanded Israel to maintain a brotherly attitude toward Edom (Deuteronomy 2:4-5,8; 23:7-8). Edom did not return the favor, although they may not have harassed Israel till the time the Judges (Judges 6:3; Judges 10:12,) and later in the time of Saul (1 Samuel 14:47-48). David put them in servitude (2 Samuel 8:14; 1 Kings 11:15-16; 1 Chronicles 18; Psalm 60). It remained subject to Judah for a number of years (1 Kings 22:47; 2 Kings 3:9-27) until the time of Jehoshaphat, who put down their alliance with Ammon and Moab (2 Chronicles 20). Later, Edom revolted from Joram (Jehoram) of Judah [853-841] – 2 Kings 8:20-22 – (possibly mentioned in Joel 3:19), and that continued into the time of Amaziah [796-767] – 2 Kings 14:7; 2 Chronicles 25:11, 14. “Azariah [better known as Uzziah – 790-739], in whose reign Amos prophesied, regained Elath from them, the port for the Indian trade 2 Chronicles 26:2.” (Summary & quote of Barnes)

“(Isaiah 34:5). The chief aggravation to Edom's violence against Israel was that they both came from the same parents, Isaac and Rebekah (compare Genesis 25:24-26; Deuteronomy 23:7-8; Obadiah 1:10, Obadiah 1:12; Malachi 1:2).” (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
                    2). did cast off all pity – “destroy or corrupt all compassion”

                    3). his anger did tear perpetually – The Hebrew verb [rf (“tear apart”) is often used of an animal tearing apart its prey. The word picture here is that of a vicious predator’s feeding frenzy. (Net Bible)
“Ordinary anger is satisfied and slaked by its indulgence; malice is fomented and fed and invigorated by it.” (Barnes)
                    4). he kept his wrath for ever – Over and over again the Bible records Edom’s opposition to Israel. This is in spite of the peace the brothers made between them (Genesis 33:11).

          2. Judgments: (a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.)

Teman is both a city and a region in Edom; Bozrah was the capital of the region, so “Teman” probably refers to the region. As for the cities, Teman got its name from a grandson of Esau – Genesis 36:11, and Bozrah was in northern Edom. There may have been 2 Bozrahs: little Bozrah in Edom and great Bozrah of Moab in Hauran or Auranitis which was north of the Plains of Moab. It may have changed hands between Edom and Moab, from time to time.

     E. Against Ammon (1:13 – 15)
          1. Two types of reasons for judgment (which will be irrevocable)

               a. Numerous Unnamed Transgressions: Three transgressions … and four (see 2. A. 1. a)

               b. A Key Transgression: “because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead,

                         that they might enlarge their border” (1:13)

     “Gilead: see #Ho 6:8 Zechariah 10:10: name both of city and country about it, and very rich in excellent spices and balms.” (Poole)
     “Ripped up the women with child: or, divided the mountains, enlarge. Isaiah 5:8; Jeremiah 49:1; Ezekiel 35:10; Habakkuk 2:5, Habakkuk 2:6” (Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge). “Some by ‘mountains’ understand towers or fortified cities … such as were built on mountains.” (Gill)
     “The crime is one that has been more or less frequent in Semitic warfare. Wellhausen cites several instances in the feuds of Arab tribes about their frontiers. The Turks have been guilty of it in our own day. It is the same charge which the historian of Israel puts into the mouth of Elisha against Hazael of Aram, {2 Kings 8:12} and probably the war was the same; when Gilead was simultaneously attacked by Arameans from the north and Ammonites from the south.” (Expositor’s Bible, 1887-1896)
     “It was done not only in a brutish rage, which falls without consideration upon all that comes before it, but with a devilish design to extirpate the race of Israel by killing not only all that were born, but all that were to be born, worse than Egyptian cruelty. It was that they might enlarge their border, that they might make the land of Gilead their own, and there might be none to lay claim to it or given them any disturbance in the possession of it. We find (Jeremiah 49:1) that the Ammonites inherited Gad (that is, Gilead) under pretence that Israel had no sons, no heirs. We know how heavy the doom of those was, and how heinous their crime, who said, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours by occupancy. See what cruelty covetousness is the cause of, and what horrid practices those are often put upon that are greedy to enlarge their own border.” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible)

     “The chief god of the fierce Ammon was Milehem or Molech, the principle of destruction, who was appeased with sacrifices of living children, given to the fire to devour. … In early Christian times Milchom was still worshiped there under its Greek name of Hercules.” (Barnes, on Amos 1:14)
     “Mo or Milcom, which signifies a king, was the abomination or idol of the Ammonites, 1 Kings 11:5. The image of this idol, according to the Jews, had seven chapels, and he was within them; and his face was the face of a calf or ox; and his hands were stretched out as a man stretches out his hands to receive anything of his friend; and they set it on fire within, for it was hollow; and everyone according to his offering went into these chapels; he that offered a fowl went into the first chapel; he that offered a sheep, into the second chapel; if a lamb, into the third; a calf, into the fourth; a bullock, into the fifth; an ox, into the sixth; but he that offered his son, they brought him into the seventh; and they put, the child before Mo, and kindled a fire in the inside of him, until his hands were like fire; and then they took the child, and put him within its arms; and beat upon tabrets or drums, that the cry of the child might not be heard by the father. Benjamin of Tudela reports, that in his time, at Gibal, the border of the children of Ammon, a day's journey from Tripoli, was found the remains of a temple of the children of Ammon; and an idol of theirs sitting upon a throne; and it was made of stone, and covered with gold; and there were two women sitting, one on its right hand, and the other on its left; and before it an altar, on which they used to sacrifice and burn incense to it, as in the times of the children of Ammon. Chemosh also was worshipped by the Ammonites, Judges 11:24; which was also the god of the Moabites; of which See Gill on Jeremiah 48:7;” (Gill)
          2. Judgments:
               a. Destruction (1:14)

                    1). Its Form: “But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah” (1:14 a)

Rabbah = Great

     “It may be that the prophet means to speak of some conflagration from within, in that he says not, as elsewhere, ‘I will send afire upon,’ but, ‘I will kindle a fire in’ Amos 1:4, Amos 1:7, Amos 1:10, Amos 1:12; Amos 2:2, Amos 2:5.” (Barnes)
                    2). Its Result: “And it shall devour the palaces thereof ”(1:14 b)

     “The palaces of the king, and his nobles:” (Gill)
                          a). “With shouting in the day of battle” (1:14 c)

     “With the noise of soldiers when they make their onset, or have gained the victory; see Jeremiah 49:2.” (Gill). “With shouting in the day of battle; a mixed and horrid noise of trumpets, and alarms of war, with howlings of the distressed, groans of the dying, and acclamations of the conquerors.” (Poole)
                          b). “With a tempest in the day of the whirlwind” (1:14 d)

     Tempest: “With irresistible force, and surprising swiftness, as the similitude imports.” (Poole)
“Day of the whirlwind--parallel to ‘the day of battle’; therefore meaning ‘the day of the foe's tumultuous assault.’ ” (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown). This reference, whether figurative or literal, seems to be to a firestorm. Examples occurred in the great London fire of 1666, the Chicago fire of 1871, many city fires in World War II, and numerous other examples.

     “A firestorm is a conflagration which attains such intensity that it creates and sustains its own wind system. … A firestorm is created as a result of stack effect as the heat of the original fire draws in more and more of the surrounding air. … Tremendous turbulence is also created by the strong updraft which causes the strong surface inflow winds to change direction erratically. This wind shear is capable of producing small tornadoes or dust devils which can also dart around erratically, damage or destroy houses and buildings, and quickly spread the fire to areas outside the central area of the fire. … / The greater draft of a firestorm draws in greater quantities of oxygen which significantly increases combustion, thereby also substantially increasing the production of heat. The intense heat of a firestorm manifests largely as radiated heat (infrared radiation) which ignites flammable material at a distance ahead of the fire itself. / Besides the enormous ash cloud produced by a firestorm, under the right conditions, it can also induce condensation, forming a cloud called a pyrocumulus or ‘fire cloud.’ A large pyrocumulus can produce lightning, which can set off further fires.” (Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firestorm)
               c. Dissolution (1:15)

                    1). “And their king shall go into captivity” (1:15 a)

     Either their king (“Melech”) or their god “Molech”) or both will go into captivity. Probably a primary reference to the king and an allusion to Molech. “This [king] was, Baalis their last king, who was accessory [sic!] to the murder of Gedaliah, Jeremiah 40:14; whom the king of Babylon had set over the remnant of the Jews left in Judea; which might provoke him to send Nebuzaradan his general against him, who put his country to fire and sword, destroyed his chief city Rabbah, and carried him and his nobles into captivity.” (Gill)
                    2). “He and his princes together” [will go into captivity] (1:15 b)
     “Their king . . . princes --or else, ‘their Molech (the idol of Ammon) and his priests’ [GROTIUS and Septuagint]. Isaiah 43:28 so uses ‘princes’ for ‘priests.’ So Amos 5:26, ‘your Molech’; and Jeremiah 49:3, Margin. English Version, however, is perhaps preferable both here and in Jeremiah 49:3; see on Jeremiah 49:3.” (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
     “His princes; either nobles and ministers of state, who attend and serve the king, or the priests and ministers of the idol; here both may be included, and the utter overthrow of their affairs in religion and state be signified and foretold.” (Poole)
     F. Against Moab (2:1 – 3)

     Background.

     Moab’s Territory. “The length of the territory was about 50 miles and the average width about 30. It is a high tableland, averaging some 3,000 ft. above the level of the Mediterranean and 4,300 ft. above that of the Dead Sea.” (ISBE)
     Moab’s History. “(‘from father’), i.e. the incestuous offspring of Lot's older daughter, near Zoar, S.E. of the Dead Sea (Genesis 19:37). Originally the Moabites dwelt due E. of the Dead Sea, from whence they expelled the Emims. Their territory was 40 miles long, 12 wide [sic! see ISBE, above] … Afterward, Sihon king of the Amorites drove them S. of the river Amon, now wady el Mojib (Numbers 21:13; Numbers 21:26-30; Judges 11:13; Judges 11:18), which thenceforward was their northern boundary. Israel was forbidden to meddle with them (Judges 11:9; Judges 11:19) on account of the tie of blood through Lot, Abraham's nephew, for Jehovah gave Ar unto the children of Lot, having dispossessed the giant Emims. It was only when Moab seduced Israel to idolatry and impurity (Numbers 25), and hired Balaam to curse them, that they were excluded from Jehovah's congregation to the tenth generation (Deuteronomy 23:3-4). Ammon was more roving than Moab and occupied the pastures to the N.E. outside the mountains. … The exclusion of a Moabite from the congregation only forbade his naturalization, not his dwelling in Israel nor an Israelite marrying a Moabitess. Ruth married Naomi's son, but became a proselyte.” (Fausset’s Bible Dictionary)
     “In the Plains of Moab, opposite Jericho (Numbers 22:1; Numbers 26:63; Joshua 13:32), the children of Israel had their last encampment before they entered the land of Canaan. It was at that time in the possession of the Amorites (Numbers 21:22). ‘Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah,’ and ‘died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord’ (Deuteronomy 34:5, Deuteronomy 34:6). ‘Surely if we had nothing else to interest us in the land of Moab, the fact that it was from the top of Pisgah, its noblest height, this mightiest of the prophets looked out with eye undimmed upon the Promised Land; that it was here on Nebo, its loftiest mountain, that he died his solitary death; that it was here, in the valley over against Beth-peor, he found his mysterious sepulchre, we have enough to enshrine the memory in our hearts.’ ” (Easton’s Bible Dictionary)
          1. Two types of reasons for judgment (which will be irrevocable)

               a. Numerous Unnamed Transgressions: Three transgressions … and four (see 2. A. 1. a)

               b. A Key Transgression: “because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime” (2:1)
     “Moab, beside its idol Chemosh, had the degrading worship of Baal Peor Numbers 25:1-3, reproductiveness the counterpart of destruction [i.e., the Molech idol of Ammon].” (Barnes, on Amos 1:13) Chemosh probably “demanded” human sacrifice, so Moab worshipped both life and death.

     “The relation of Moab to Israel is only accidentally different from that of Ammon. One spirit actuated both, venting itself in one and the same way, as occasion served, and mostly together.” (Barnes)
     Jewish tradition says that the king of Edom used the calcimined bone powder to plaster his palace walls. It is uncertain when the king of Moab burned the bones of the king of Edom, but the act is the atrocity of Ammon when they ripped up the women with child Amos (1:13). Also, it is similar to another horrific act which the king of Moab did to his eldest son, the heir to his throne. When Israel, Judah, and Edom attacked him (c. 852-850 B.C.) he sacrificed his son and burned him for a burnt offering on the wall, probably to appease his god Chemosh so that the battle would turn back in his favor (2 Kings 3:27). In the Amos 2:1 passage the king of Moab burned the bones of the king of Edom, who was one of Israel’s helpers. It was a grave affront to royal dignity, and may have been a reprisal for the Edomite part in the attack on Moab under Israel’s leadership. Perhaps Moab exhumed and desecrated the king who helped Israel in 852-850 B.C. The judgment possibly came both for its intrinsic evil and because Edom once had a league with Israel. In Eastern religion, this kind of desecration interfered with the afterlife of the person desecrated.

     Other portions of Scripture add further insight:

     “A century and a half later, in Isaiah's ‘burden of Moab’ (Isaiah 15-16) Moab appears possessing places which it had held in the beginning N. of Arnon, and which had been vacated by Reuben's removal to Assyria (1 Chronicles 5:25-26). Compare also Jeremiah 48, a century later, about 600 B.C. Isaiah (Isaiah 16:14) foretells, ‘within three years, as the years of an hireling (who has a fixed term of engagement, so Moab's time of doom is fixed) ... the glory of Moab shall be contemned.’ Fulfilled by Shalmaneser or Sargon, who destroyed Samaria and ravaged the whole E. of Jordan (725-723 B.C.). As Ammon, so Moab probably, put itself under Judah's king, Uzziah's protection, to which Isaiah (Isaiah 16:1, ‘send ye the lamb (the customary tribute) to the ruler ... unto ... Zion’) refers (2 Chronicles 26:8; 2 Samuel 8:2; 2 Kings 3:4). Moab contrasts with Ammon, Edom, Philistia, Amalek, Midian, as wealthy, abounding in vineyards, fruitful fields, and gardens, and civilized to a degree next Israel.” (Fausset’s Bible Dictionary)

     “Hence flowed ‘pride (he is exceeding proud), loftiness, arrogance, and haughtiness of heart’ (Jeremiah 48:26; Jeremiah 48:29; Isaiah 16:6-7). This sin is what brought on Moab destruction, ‘for he magnified himself against the Lord,’ boasting against God's people that whereas Israel was fallen Moab remained flourishing (James 5:6). In Isaiah 25:10-12 Moab is the representative of Israel's and the church's foes, especially antichrist, the last enemy. Jehovah, as a ‘swimmer,’ strikes out right and left, so shall smite the foe with rapidity, cleaving a way through them on every side. Zephaniah 2:8, ‘Moab ... Ammon ... reproached My people and magnified themselves against their border,’ i.e., haughtily seizing on the territory vacated by Gad and Reuben, E. of Jordan, after these had been carried captive, as if Ammon, instead of Judah, Israel's own brother, were Israel's heir (Jeremiah 49:1).” (Fausset’s Bible Dictionary)
     “Sanballat of Horonaim, the molester of Nehemiah's work, was a Moabite (Nehemiah 2:19; Nehemiah 4:1; Nehemiah 6:1).” (Fausset’s Bible Dictionary)
          2. Judgments:
               a. Destruction (2:2 a-b)

                    1). Its Form: “But I will send a fire upon Moab” (2:2 a) – burning for burning

     This may mean “Moab” the country, or “Moab” the city, probably the country.

                    2). Its Result: “And it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth” (2:2 b)

     The term “palaces of Kerioth” may also mean “citadels” or “fortresses” of the “cities,” so this expression may mean that the chief city (or royal city), Kerioth, will be destroyed or that all of the fortified cities will be destroyed.

               b. Death – “And Moab shall die” (2:2 c-f) – “die, kill,” be executed (BDB)
“Noldeke says that the extinction of the Moabites was about A.D. 200, at the time when the Yemen tribes Galib and Gassara entered the eastern districts of the Jordan.” (Smith’s Bible Dictionary)
                    1). “With tumult,” (2:2 d) – “roar, din, crash, uproar” (BDB)
     “Jeremiah, when prophesying the destruction of Moab, designates it by this same name ‘sons of tumult Jeremiah 48:45. ‘A flame shall devour the corner of Moab and the crown of the sons of tumult.’ And probably herein he explains the original prophecy of Balaam, ‘shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of tumult’ Numbers 24:17.” (Barnes)
                    2). “With shouting,” (2:2 e) – “alarm, signal, shout” (BDB)
                    3). “And with the sound of the trumpet:” (2:2 f) – “horn, ram’s horn” (BDB)
“That is, the Moabites shall die, not in their beds, and in peace, but in war, amidst the howlings of the wounded, the shouts of soldiers, the clashing of arms, and the sound of trumpets.” (Gill)
               c. Dissolution (2:3)

                    1). “And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof,” (2:3 a) – 3rd party arbiter

     “Hosea 13:10, under ‘judges,’ includes ‘kings and princes,’ as judging the people. The word ‘judge’ is always used as one invested with the highest, but not regal authority, as of all the judges from the death of Joshua to Samuel.” (Barnes) Or, this may indicate a vassal king.

                    2). “And will slay all the princes thereof with him,” (2:3 b) – or “murder,” “destroy”

